CRANMORE

13+ Drama Scholarship Audition Pieces

Please prepare one of the following monologues. You will perform your piece and then be given direction.

A Midsummer Night’s Dream, William Shakespeare
Act I, Scene 1

PUCK: | am that merry wanderer of the night.
| jest to Oberon and make him smile
When | a fat and bean-fed horse beguile,
Neighing in likeness of a filly foal:
And sometime lurk I in a gossip’s bowl,
In very likeness of a roasted crab,
And when she drinks, against her lips | bob
And on her wither’d dewlap pour the ale.
The wisest aunt, telling the saddest tale,
Sometime for three-foot stool mistaketh me;
Then slip | from her bum, down topples she,
And ‘tailor’ cries, and falls into a cough;
And then the whole quire hold their hips and laugh,
And waxen in their mirth and neeze and swear
A merrier hour was never wasted there.

Coriolanus, William Shakespeare
Act I11, Scene 3

CORIOLANUS: You common cry of curs! whose breath | hate
As reek o' the rotten fens, whose loves | prize
As the dead carcasses of unburied men
That do corrupt my air, | banish you;2495
And here remain with your uncertainty!

Let every feeble rumour shake your hearts!
Your enemies, with nodding of their plumes,
Fan you into despair! Have the power still

To banish your defenders; till at length2500
Your ignorance, which finds not till it feels,
Making not reservation of yourselves,

Still your own foes, deliver you as most
Abated captives to some nation

That won you without blows! Despising,2505
For you, the city, thus I turn my back:

There is a world elsewhere.

[Exeunt CORIOLANUS, COMINIUS, MENENIUS, Senators,and Patricians]

King Lear, William Shakespeare
Act 111, Scene 2

KING LEAR;: Blow, winds, and crack your cheeks! rage! blow!
You cataracts and hurricanoes, spout
Till you have drench'd our steeples, drown'd the cocks!
You sulphurous and thought-executing fires,
Vaunt-couriers to oak-cleaving thunderbolts,
Singe my white head!
And thou, all-shaking thunder,
Smite flat the thick rotundity o' the world!
Crack nature's moulds, an germens spill at once,
That make ingrateful man!



